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had played an extremely important role in Byzantine trade.
The first crews of the Arabian vessels, accordingly, were
enlisted from the population of the newly won Byzantine
provinces. As early as the middle of the seventh century
Arabian vessels occupied the island of Cyprus, an important
maritime station; then they defeated the Byzantine fleet,
reached Crete and Sicily, crossed the Aegean Sea and the
Hellespont, and shortly after 670 appeared before Constan-
tinople. All attempts of the Arabian fleet to take the capital
failed, however, and in 677 the Arabs departed.
There is no doubt that one of the essential causes of the
amazing military success of the Arabs was the discontent of
the population of Syria and Egypt. This discontent was
religious in character, for the Monophysite doctrine adopted
by the great majority of the population of these provinces
had been outlawed by the Byzantine Government. Perhaps
Nestorianism or Monophysitism affected primitive Islam
much more strongly than is usually believed. At first
Byzantine theologians viewed Islam as a ramification of
Arianism and placed it on a level with other Christian sects.
In the eighth century John of Damascus, who lived at the
Muhammadan Court, also regarded Islam as but another
example of secession from the true Christian faith, similar to
other earlier heresies. Recently F. W. Buckler has pointed
out that the range of the authority of the Nestorian Patriar-
chate, which had been established in Babylon (the future
Bagdad) in a.d. 499, included the Sassanid Empire, India,
China, Arabia, and, from time to time, Egypt. 'After the
failure of Nestorius to restore his doctrine within the
Christian Church its restoration outside the Church, in
Islam, became inevitable/ 'It was by the genius of Muham-
mad that Nestorius' doctrine was to be restored to the realm
of religion.'1 On the other hand, Professor Gregoire has laid
particular stress on the closeness of Islam to Monophysitism;
paraphrasing Pirenne's striking but debatable statement
that 'Muhammad made Charles the Great', Gregoire
declares that Eutyches, one of the founders of the Mono-
physite doctrine, made Muhammad. Byzantine Christianity,
1 F. W. Buckler, 'Barbarian and Greek—and Church History', Church History,
vol. xi (1942), p. 17; 'Regnum et Ecclesia', ibid., vol. iii (1934)* P- 3&-

